
 
 
 

 

 

PROPOSITION 218 PUBLIC HEARING NOTICE 
PROPOSED UPDATE TO WASTEWATER SERVICE CHARGES 

 

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN 
On June 9, 2025, at or after 7:00 p.m. at the Civic Center Meeting Hall, City Council Chambers, 1016 S. 

Livermore Avenue, Livermore, California, a Public Hearing will be conducted by the City Council of the City 

of Livermore at which time and place all persons may attend and be heard upon the proposed updated 

wastewater service charges.  If the proposed charges are adopted, they will go into effect July 1, 2025. 

 

The purpose of this notice is to set forth the proposed, updated wastewater service charges and to notify 

you of the public hearing. At the public hearing, the City Council will consider all written objections and the 

City’s responses to those objections, consider written and verbal comments, tabulate written protests, and, 

if a majority protest is not received, consider adopting the updated wastewater service charges. The 

procedures for submitting a written objection and/or a written protest are detailed in this notice. 

Protests and Objections to the Proposed Charges 
Property owners or customers of record subject to the proposed wastewater service charges may file a 
written protest and/or a written objection to the proposed charges. Protests to the proposed charges may 
be submitted pursuant to section 6 of Article XIII D of the California Constitution, and if protests are 
submitted by a majority of parcels receiving wastewater services, then the City Council cannot adopt the 
proposed charges.  Objections may be submitted pursuant to Government Code section 53759.1, and any 
person that wishes to challenge the charges in a legal proceeding must file an objection, which complies 
with the requirements detailed below.  While the same person or entity may submit both a protest and an 
objection, to be valid, protests and objections must be submitted separately, as clearly labeled, distinct 
documents. 
 

Requirements for a Valid Protest 
1. Must be in writing. 
2. Must include a statement that it is a protest against the proposed change in wastewater charges. 
3. Must provide the name of the record owner or customer of record submitting the protest. 
4. Must identify the parcel associated with the person filing the request by assessor’s parcel number 

or service address. 
5. Must include the original signature of the record owner or customer of record submitting the 

protest.  As such, electronic protests will not be counted. 
 
Protests will not be counted if any of the required elements of a written protest are omitted. Written 
protests must be received at the address below by 5:00 p.m. on June 9, 2025, if mailed or submitted in 
person prior to the public hearing. Written protests may also be hand delivered to the City Clerk at the 
City Council meeting on June 9, 2025, up until the close of the public input portion of the public hearing 
on the matter. 
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ATTN: City Clerk (Wastewater Service Charge Protest) 
City of Livermore 
1052 S. Livermore Avenue 
Livermore, CA 94550 
 
If prior to the close of the public input portion of the public hearing, written protests are presented by a 
majority of parcels that receive wastewater services, the City Council will not increase the wastewater 
service charges from their existing level. Only one written protest per parcel will be counted in calculating 
a majority protest. 
 

Requirements for a Valid Objection 
1. Must include a clear statement that it is an objection to the proposed wastewater service charges.  
2. Must be filed separately from protests. 
3. Must include the name of the record owner or customer of record and the assessor’s parcel 

number or service address associated with the objector’s parcel that is subject to the proposed 
wastewater service charges. 

4. Must include the specific subsections of the California Constitution Article XIII D, section 6(b) or 
any other applicable law that the objector believes would be violated by the approval and/or 
imposition of the proposed wastewater service charges. 

5. Must include a detailed explanation, with references to the Wastewater Rate Study, legal 
authority, and any additional data or evidence the objector chooses to present that will enable 
the City to understand the grounds for the objector’s claim that the proposed wastewater service 
charges do not comply with Proposition 218 or any other applicable law.  

a. An objection may include expert analysis in support of the objection. 
b. If an objection includes expert analysis, the expert’s contact information and statement of 

their qualifications must be included. 
6. Must include the original signature of the objector.  As such, electronic objections will not be 

valid. 
 
To be valid, all written objections must include the information listed above and be received by the City 
Clerk by 5:00 p.m. on May 12, 2025, at the address below.  
 
ATTN: City Clerk (Wastewater Service Charge Objection) 
City of Livermore 
1052 S. Livermore Avenue 
Livermore, CA 94550 
 
Failure to timely object in writing bars any right to challenge the proposed wastewater service charges 
through a legal proceeding and any such action may be limited to issues identified in the challenger’s 
objection. 
 
If any of the requirements for a valid, written objection are not met, then the objection will be deemed 
invalid and will not be considered by the City. Objections must be submitted separately from protests and 
any written submission labeled as both a protest and an objection shall be deemed invalid.  
 
Prior to the close of the public hearing, the City Council will consider and respond in writing to any timely, 
valid written objection. The City’s response will explain the substantive basis for retaining or altering the 
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proposed wastewater service charges in response to the written objection, and, if applicable, the grounds 
for not making any amendments in response to the objection. 
 

The proposed wastewater service charges are subject to Government Code section 53759. You are hereby 

notified pursuant to Government Code section 53759 that any judicial action or proceeding to attack, 

review, set aside, void, validate, or annul the City Council’s adoption of the proposed wastewater service 

charges must be commenced within 120 days of the effective date or the date of the final passage, 

adoption, or approval of the ordinance or resolution adopting the wastewater service charges, whichever 

is later. 

 

Why is a Wastewater Service Charge Adjustment Proposed? 
The Livermore Water Reclamation Plant was built in 1958, with the last major expansion completed over 
25 years ago. The City plans to systematically replace and modernize pipelines and facilities as part of its 
ongoing Capital Improvement Plan. This plan has outlined significant resources that will need to be invested 
in Livermore’s wastewater system over the next ten years. Notable upcoming projects include the 
rehabilitation of various equipment and buildings at the Water Reclamation Plant, replacement of sewer 
pipes and related assets, and additional treatment processes to comply with new nutrient regulations.  
 
In addition to planned capital improvements to the City’s wastewater system and treatment processes, 

operating expenses are projected to grow. The drivers of these increases include rising chemical and 

electricity charges, increasing costs of labor, the cost of materials for general preventative maintenance, 

and increased operational expenses to comply with regulatory changes. 

How Were the Proposed Wastewater Charges Calculated? 
A third-party consultant prepared the 2025 Wastewater Cost of Service Study to determine the total 

revenue necessary to ensure there will be adequate funding to complete Livermore’s planned wastewater 

capital improvement projects, along with maintaining reserve funds, preparing for emerging regulatory 

requirements, and covering the cost of operation, maintenance, construction, and improvement of the 

facilities used for the collection, treatment, and disposal of wastewater. The Study then proportionately 

allocated the City’s wastewater rate revenue requirements to each customer class. The rates recommended 

by this study are the proposed wastewater charges set forth in this notice.  To read the complete Cost of 

Service Study or learn more about upcoming capital improvement projects, visit 

www.livermoreca.gov/wrd. If you would like a copy of the study to be mailed to you, please contact the 

Water Resources Division at (925) 960-8100 or wrdinfo@livermoreca.gov. 

Proposed Wastewater Service Charges  
The City Council will consider the following proposed wastewater service rate updates, set forth in the 
table below, at the City Council meeting on June 9, 2025. 
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IMPORTANT DATES 
• May 12, 2025, Written Objections are due to the City Clerk  

• June 9, 2025 
o Public Protests are due 
o Public Hearing held to determine if a majority protest exists and if not, Council will 

consider adopting the proposed rates. 

• July 1, 2025, New rates implemented 
 

NOTICE OF TAX ROLL BILLING 
The City intends to follow the process set forth in Health & Safety Code section 5470 et seq. to consider 
collecting the wastewater service charges on the tax roll in the same manner, by the same persons, and at 
the same time as, together with and not separately from, general taxes.  To that end, the City will prepare 
a written report, which will contain a description of each parcel of real property receiving wastewater 
services and the amount of the wastewater service charge for each parcel.  The report will be filed with 
the City Clerk, and available for review by the public, by July 5, 2025.   
 
On July 28, 2025, at or after 7:00 p.m. at the Civic Center Meeting Hall, City Council Chambers, 1016 S. 
Livermore Avenue, Livermore, California, an additional Public Hearing will be conducted by the City 
Council of the City of Livermore to consider all objections or protests, if any, to the report, and if a 
majority protest does not exist, to consider whether to adopt the report and authorize the wastewater 
service charges to be collected on the tax roll.  


